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if 9 : Thomas Kuhn, Structures of Scientific Revolutions, (Chicago:

University of Chicago Press, 1970)
it 7 : Gaetano Mosca, The Ruling Class, ed. Arthur Livingston, (New York:
McGraw-Hill, 1939), P.50.
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if 7% :Vilfredo Pareto, The Mind and Society, (New York: Harcourt, Brace
& World, 1935).
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i# 7L :G. Lowell Field and John Higley, Elitism, (London: Routledge &
Kegan Paul, 1980), P.18.

it—(Q : Harold Lasswell and Abraham Kaplan, Power and Society, (New Haven:
Yale Univevsity Press, 1950), P.219.

i —— : Harold Lasswell and Danil Lemer, The Comparative Study of Elites (
Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1952), P.7.
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s¥—— : Dye and Zeigler, op.cit., pp.3-4.

2t —-=: ;%2 H Dye and Zeigler, op.cit., pp.3-9.
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pp-330-331, PAEstRAE » op.cit., pp.10-11o
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ESBERTEARRBMENESR GE—R) HrHEBEESEw
RURT RMER AR REIA R 2 MABGR R ERMEHERRY
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BEABE M o 25 Josepn A. Schumpeter, Capitalism, Socialism,
and democracy, (New York: Harper & Row, 1950) o S#4}Dahl 43:5E:A%mtE
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Z52: K Robert A. Dahl, Polyarchy: Participation and Opposition, (
New Haven: Yale University Press, 1971) B H EH{-EREREE o
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i¥—75 : Riker, op.cit., pp.5-6.
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7% —1 : Dye and Zeigler, op.cit., pp.9-11.
s¥—/\: B585f) » op.cit., P.331.
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it—H, ¢ 34 » op.cit., P.31.
i£—=O: Ibid., pp.28-30.
if——: Ibid., pp.33-34.
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=$——: Ibid., pp.37-38.
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and Welfare, (New York: Harper & Row, 1963) Ll E#E4BE » op.cit.,
pp.54-55.
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REZF : 40 Schumpeter, Lasswell, Sartori, Milbrath £ Dahl %5 A &R Bl &=
R USRS » REBGAHBBUAFER I IR S o BULHE
PR RO BEAR - THER E B G SR o Bottomore @4+ I
AR HEEE - flRER R R ERATREN [ BEEAM R » B
BREZ SRS « PEREH ) JHE A M BILTIEE (nyth) 2 — o
25 T.B. Bottomore, Elites and Society, (New York: Basic Books,

1964).
TN A - op.cit., P.79.
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ABSTRACT

Democratic Elitism: A Solution or a Myth?
by
Yeh-Lih Wang

The central proposition of elitism is that all socie-
ties are divided into two classes: the elites and the
masses. The elites are the few who govern; and the masses
are the many who are governed. Many political scientists
believe it is elites and not masses who govern the modern
nation.

Democracy is government "by the people", not "by the
few", and popular participation has been viewed as the
keynote of classical democratic thought. Nevertheless,
even a democratic society would inevitably create elites,
and popular participation seems to be unrealistic in a
modern society. It is the irony of democracy.

The democratic elitism tries to bridge over this gap.
By reinterpreting the meaning of democarcy, the democratic
elitism asserts that elitism and democracy are compatible
in a modern, pluralistic society.

This study, however, shows that there is no logic
relation between elitism and the existence of democracy.

The elites are not necessarliy the advocates of democracy;
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the competition among leadership groups does not guarantee
the individual citizens from oppression; and election and
parliamentary politics may not allow individuals to hold
elites accountable for their action. The elites are
merely the few who govern and try to maintain the status
quo. The survival of democracy rests not only on the

shoulders of elites but also on the minds of the masses.





